VTR Lt PR a4 e SR tenh

Poge 4, Thursdoy, April 21, 1983, The Heodlight

Volunteer Fire Department: Past and Present

In looking st the Eagle
Lake Voluateer Fire
Department — past and
present — one Lhing Is per-
fectly clear: the men of the
department believe in a
high standard of service to
ithe eommunity. ]

Historically speaking,
there in very [little written
of the early fire depart
ment, but Fire Chief L. J.
“Sonny” Spanihel remem-
bers mueh of what has hap-
pened since he joined the
departmeni at the ageof 18,
in 1942,

At that time, the depart-
ment had Lthe two American
LaFranes fire trucks ( 1916
and 1924 models), and a
1939 Fard pumper truck
Today the 1924 modd
Ameriean LaFranes has
been rebuilt as a showpiece,
and along with the npewer
equipment  purchased, . the
department has ndded the
services of a rescue vehicle
and life saving equipment,
eompliments of $30,000
donated by the community
last year

In the early 1900's, the
early volunteer fire depart
ment was headed by n Chiel
Carey, and old maps of the
time show a fire station
along Post Offies sireet,
west of its present location
Spanihel also recalls a
station house on the
property = behind the
preseni tavern, called the
Back Door.

Baek in 1942, Spanihel
recalls, men were needed
for the department,
because the adults in the
enmmlnily were stationed
aropnd-the world in the ef-
fort to win World War 11
At that tlime, he recalls, you
had to have your parent’s
permission if you were un
der 18

For more than a decads
and a half now, Spanihel has
lead the department as
chiel, one of only a few men
who have held the job
Other chiels include
George Keith, William M.
Thomas, Sr., A. L. Dipple
and, Henry Kretzschmar

Sinee he has been chiel,
Sonny recalls the fire that

destroyed the movie
theater next to the bank as
ane of the worst blases in
the community. No ane was
injured, but the building
was gutted, and had to be
rebuilt.

When asked what would
be some of the most impor
iant poinis thai people
could be taught, to help
prevent [ires, Spanlhel
répliad that il would be
hard te say: “ About 75 o B0
percent of the fires are
caused by human mistake,”
e said. carelessness. The
rest are some other
problem beyond anyone’s
immediate cantrol.

So, with quality people to
miuke up a quality depart
ment [tke Eagle Lake has
there has Lo be quality
equipment. Although it s
|-11|,|'|m-trrrf| I.l:-dl.}' Lo p-rr!nf
m the same jobs &s o cen

“tury age-ifpagore com

plicated to operate.

That's —why firemén
apend al lsast two nights a
month in training and prac
tiee, On many first and
second*Monday nights of o
month, the strest in front of
the fire station is blocked
and the fire hoses are
broken oit

The siation is used on Lhe
third Monday of each month
for the meeting of the ladies
auxiliary, and on the fourth
Monday. the department
members meet lor business,

That station an Post
Office Street was built in
1973 from revenwe sharing
funds — the Lax money you
pay that s returned Lo Lhe
communily from
Washingion

In the immediate future,
the department plans a 20
by 50 foot expansion of the
building to provide siorage
for the showpiese Ameérican
La France engine, a5 well as
more room for the men o
work. Last week, eily coun
eil voted to builld it with
about $10,000 of the
revenue sharing funds that
will be available-this vear,

The firemen have been
raising funds &5 they need
them, bul the city budgeis

some money each year [or
future equipment
replacement and additions,
as the department looks to
the future.

THE VOLUNTEERS

The men who make up
the department today, and
ithe dites they joined. in
clude:

James R. Allen,
September 30, 1880; David
Baird, February 28, 1977,
Michael Barron, February
23, 1981; Bill Blair, January
28, 1980; John Brasher,
March 28, 1983; Monroe
Briscoe, April 23, 1958,
Pete Canaris, January 15,
1973,

Joel Garels, December 7,
1981: Darrell - Gertson,
Oetober 26, 1976: Gary
Glaiser, January 1. 1974;
Bryan Johnson, April 28,

1980; Gene Jones,
September 25, 187L;
Mickey Kochwelp,

February 27, 1967; Terry
LeNarman, Oetober 2T,
198(0;

Bobby Marsalia,
Fabruary 28, 1988; Buddy
Mascheck, September 25,
1972; ' Reonie Miller,
Eh‘l:lv!:]hpr 30, 1983: Clark
Powers, Decamber 11,
1978; Johnny Prazak.
December 13, 1965; Lonnie
Smith, February 25, 1983.
T. J. Smith, July 3, 1947T;
Sonny Spanihel, September
o, TME;

Melvin J. Stancik, July
24, 1967; Chuek Stephens,
January 25, 1971; Edward
Sunderman, December 23,
1988: F]n:.'d Toliver,
November | 1981:
Thurston Webb, October
25, 1978; Willred Wick,
May 25, 1064, and Leslie
Wilkerson, August 25, 1980,

Retired firemen include
Gordon Birdwell, Johany

Burns, Henry Dostal,
Roland Harhers, Adolph
Hollas, Henry
Kretzschmar, Leo
Kretzschmar, Louis J.
Mozny, Albert

Pustejovsky, and L. S
Tate. Widows of active
retired firemen are Mrs
Christing Kretzschmar and
Mrs. Anita Loessin.
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Histery of the Eagle Lake Volunteer Fire Department lives in the form of this 1924
model American LaFrance fire truck. The truck was rebuilt last year so it will be

preserved as a sh

I am imrnui_‘. to be the
wife of & volunieer fireman
and T apoligize not for
thinking volunteer firemen

stand at the front of the lne

of people | admire

| have seen my husband
{and others in the depari
ment) work where eanistars
were exploding: come home

put into the department

¥

ANOTHER VIEW: A fireman's wife writes —

in an emotional state and il
because he had to earry oul
the hodies of three children
whao perished in a fire.

1 have watehed him
bound out of & warm bed,
into & freezing. Fainy night
at the -.l.‘ua.wh of & radio
alarm. and 1 have watehed a
aon @o into the shaft of &

burning riee dryer because
he was the “size” person
needed. 1 also am-proud
that | have & son-in-law thal
has used his talent to design
better fire fighting equip
ment for our department -
and | eould go on and on
The volunieer. liremen
are brothers, perhaps more

elosely akin than blood
brothers, who share o very
precious common bond: The
anly purpose [or being in
the department Is to help
those 'who need their help,
regardiess of one’s own
personal danger, another's
social status, oF race

I know of no creed for

piece of the hard work and dedication the volunteers hBF& Nave

volunteer firemen, but it
would surely inclode:

| shall protect the lives
and property of those whe
are exposed Lo lire and
danger, secking no recom-
pense mor reward, and
siriving always o become
better trained and equipped
to "meet any emergency.”

Youth learn leadership through scouts, Bluebirds

Boy Seouts of America
Troop 3. began in Eagle
Lake about July 1951. They
are sponsored by the Eagle
Lake Rotary Club for which
they are very grateful

Dr. Jose Ugarte and Family
and The Staff of Ugarte Clinic

Wish to commend the
Eagle Lake Volunteer

Prior to 1951 Eagle Lake
had two other troops -
Troop 127 and Trn-up 3135.
which eonsolidated with
Troop 334 or dissolved. ~
At present, citizens who
ire on the m{'mhrhhql
roster are RE. Melnteer,
Rotary.Club president; Dr
Raymond Thomas, scout
coordinator, Earl H
Rodgers, chairman, Mike
Duarte, K.L. schorlemmer,
Dr. Jose M. Ugarie, Verlin

Argo, seoulmaster, Isidern
Ramires, Ed Sunderman
and Ed Wiese, aasistani
sCoulmasterd

In the past ten years
Troop 334 has had many
important achievemenia'
two Eagle Scouts, Gerald
Hurd and Michael
Schorlemmer. Danny
Tﬂ.‘l‘-r.'l.vl'll. hl.‘i'.ll!ri{' an l'_','n.'-{h'
Seout prior to 1970. Te

achieve this honored

Bluebird Wish

The lollowing is re-
printed from “The Blue
Hird Wish®, copyright 1970

1910, the Gulicks found a
beautiful nke in the state ol
Maine: and started their

position one must earn 21
merit hadges.

Other high
seouling in Troop 3 have
been three high adventure
trips te Philmont in
Cimmeron, New Mexico
Those whn attended
Philmont have many line
memorable moments such
as black hears visiting the
camp, hailstorms with trees
as the only protection, sore
feet, and backaches from
earrying 50 pounds of
equipment

Also, Troop M4 goes o
summer camp each year {or
one wesk. They participate
I many I'I'f"'I.Tll'IE ﬁqli.'l.[l'l.'
sports, horsebatk riding,
eamping and working on
meFil badges while
developing leadership
abilities. Twice a year they
Sea Arama for a

Fll'1'.!1:"- in

_\-'I.HI
weekend: they go to Austin

high ranking Life Scoul
which is just short of an
Eagle Scout is Jeff :'il'_ltl:r
The remainder of the
Scouts range [rom first
class to tenderfoot scouls

CUR SCOUTS

The Eagle Lake Cub
Seouls are now one of Lhe
most arlive groups in Lhe
Brahma Distriet, which
eonsists of almost [ive
counties 1‘h1-_\ have more
children involved than sver
and hope to continue Lo
ETOwW

The highlight of the boys'
year is the Annual Bloe
Gold Banquet which is
traditionally a covered dish
meal in which [amlly mem-
bers participate. The boys
receive their awards and
supply the entertainment
for the evening. This year's
banguet was held February
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Beta Sigma Phi

Two chapters here very active
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Flre De partment by the Camp Fire Girls, Ine. camp. to report to the State and 23
What Are Blue Birds? AL their eamp the girls have the experience of Cubmaster Larry Dulany
s Blue Birds are children could swim, sing, dance, meeting the Governor of said with growth comes the Eagle Lake is very for- always ready to aséist when through May. A cultural selection of a Lady ol the
who have fun and learn hike, cook and even ride in  Texas greater need for more adult tunate io have two chapters special needs are briught to  program is presested at  Year, honoring & woman
together. Once upon a time boats called canoes. They  The scouts participate in volunteers Lo work aside of Beta Sigma Phi, an inter- - their attention each meeting by members  who has given of har time
. there were no Hlue Hirds, gave their camp a pame —  many community funetions the den leaders in den and national erganization for : _ or guest speakers. Topivs and energy Lo improve the
- = & L o - Then one day a man and Camp Sebago Waobeln. and show us the meaning of pack projecrts and the briel women. [t was created for  Alphi Delta Phi was “include the wrts. weafth: — quality-oflife in Eagle Lake, -
e 'M‘."."- = “his wile named Dramd-— Fhegicishad somuch un_ cheir motta. “Boys Irading  weekly den  meetings. young women in search of organized in 1968 Xi Pi Psi qutrition, home furnishings. ten women have been
= iat ——r Mrs. Luther Halsey Gulick and learned so mueh thal boyy under supervision of Volunteers are nol iimﬁ% seial activity. wis formed in 1975. economies, eurrenl events. honored sinee 1973; I - &
: - TAERRTe - Ty thought they would do Dr. Gulick said they should a4yl Jeaders.” to parents of the scouts and Though Beta Sigma Phiis Members may progress history, travel, Tianeill  Sponsorship 07 r Arr—f——- = =Ss :
o something about this. They get logether at home, too At present there are 18 1t is certainly a worthwhile not 2 service organization, [rom membership in Alpha planning or whatever may  Show, exhibiting art of the : — —_— -
i g 4 had a family camp for their And they did. They eall poys seout members. The project. its members experience the Delta Phi to the exemplar be of interest to members.  Rice High Schoel Ar
el ehildren and their friends, themselves Blue Birds. joy ol helping others. The chapter, Xi Pi Psi, after Department in downtows
: They all had 86 much fun More and more girls Ry - loeal chapters have several four years of active mem Annual’ service projecis pu.i, [ake: service Lo the
that Dr. Gulick and his wife wanted to be Blue Birds. annual service projects, bership, include: scholarships given ro5idents of the Heritage |
said they would have a Many boys did. too. Now Ea le La k which enrich the lives of Meetings are held twice by each sOrorily 10 w0 und the hospital wd |
special camp just for girls, any girl or boy who is six or g e area residents. They are monthly September graduating senior girls: ., oy families on special :
At that time, boys had Sevenoreight years old can holidays. Hoth sororities HAP 0
many chances to do things be one. Youean, too. A Hiwe . participale in commugity -
that girls did not have. In Bird does many things. B4 v ide activities such as .
. - Fj..]r,jlir:'\ festivals cAr 2
1928277787288 SNNRNNANY Boy SCO U nl-s LT STy B ETA S IG MA P HI
Eagle Lake lpoks (orward
S th the annual Beta Sigma
Phi Western Dante in .
February
CUb Scout The colorful Beta Sigma
- - - - Phi clowns have beooine a |
.= {avapitelaature 4l loral
I rommumly wide activilies
|’ such as parades and
' i festivals |
Fumliy { Alpha Delts Phi officers |
q BI BI d - foor {90253 are .\l.qr;.‘l."l.r:.“ ’h '
i kol Woods, president, Vick e
Comeinand "/ L ue pirgas _ M dvangiesguti non a
o Jueglyn Ashby, recording B ity
ChECk OUt our | secretary; Dwebbie Chris, |
I - i.'l.lrr'lplllﬂdl.ﬂ‘ secrelary ' »
i =Tale Lana Dulany. treasurori s =
""" Y- - and Gall Guthman, exten |7 -
i .4 " ralﬂ'lﬂg ou Ul e _siun gfficer L '
. 1 . P Xi Pi Pai ollicers lor
‘ | ' . 1982.83 were: Cherry
T e 7 . row' : a I g Brunner, vice president
el - e e 2.5 . e, i . £ 4 : " . ¢ o Uk Kay Clipson. recording -
‘._‘_:-:J —-;- R .; - '_,'_r e .-.'_... g Ben, 2 o S = _i—a_ — = - - ” = '.-_ 5 .*"II”; Jean Wilhams r o = T
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projects. In this photo, Stoddard. right, is visited by Linda Balas and Sommeriatie, extension of | | : >
Sandy Bendy. who are bringing her a bouquet of blueboanets. ficer. \ : ¢
! : Theme lor this year s | -
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